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In an astonishing unfurling of our universe, Newbery Honor winner Marion Dane Bauer and
Caldecott Honor winner Ekua Holmes celebrate the birth of every child.Before the universe was
formed, before time and space existed, there was . . . nothing. But then . . . BANG! Stars caught
fire and burned so long that they exploded, flinging stardust everywhere. And the ash of those
stars turned into planets. Into our Earth. And into us. In a poetic text, Marion Dane Bauer takes
readers from the trillionth of a second when our universe was born to the singularities that
became each one of us, while vivid illustrations by Ekua Holmes capture the void before the Big
Bang and the ensuing life that burst across galaxies. A seamless blend of science and art, this
picture book reveals the composition of our world and beyond — and how we are all the stuff of
stars.

Carl Sagan’s famous quote, “We are made of star stuff,” is brought to life in a captivating picture
book that will be cherished by people of all ages. Mesmerizing illustrations are a perfect fit for
this story, which tells of the beginning of our universe and of life itself, starting with a small
floating speck that suddenly explodes..Bauer’s (Winter Dance, 2017) lyrical free-verse love song
to Earth, to the listener, and to all creatures is accessible to everyone living on “one lucky planet,
a fragile blue ball we call Earth.”—Booklist (starred review)It's a stunning achievement to present
to readers the factual events that created the birth of the universe, the planet Earth, and life on
Earth with such an expressive, powerful creativity of words paired with illustrations so evocative
of the awe and magic of the cosmos. But then the story goes one brilliant step further and gives
the birth of a child the same beginning, the same sense of magic, the same miracle. Wow.—
Kirkus Reviews (starred review)In spare, supple verse, Newbery Honor author Bauer (Winter
Dance) tells a big story...In a brilliant stroke of visual imagination, Caldecott Honor artist Holmes
(Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets) uses the swirls and waves of marbled paper to represent
the ebb and flow of cosmic matter. Her spreads appear to move and shift on a grand scale, while
Bauer suggests that, just possibly, the power of creation and the power of love are not so
different.—Publishers Weekly (starred review)Poetic language and dazzling illustrations link the
big bang to a child’s birth in this striking picture book...An inspiring match of writing and art.
Perfect for one-on-one sharing.—School Library Journal (starred review)Holmes' dark and fiery
illustrations capture the mood of the story about the void before the Big Bang and ensuing life
that burst across galaxies. In the end, we are all the stuff of stars.—St. Paul Pioneer PressIn this
wondrous meditation on the origins of life, readers see matter expand and time and space
blossom...The Stuff of Stars is out of this world.—BookPageWhere do we come from? Where do
babies come from? The answer is awe-inspiring, energetic and powerful. Holmes’s deep blues
and reds and sunlit, primordial skies celebrate the mysteries of the universe, the blue planet



Earth and the birth of a child.—Washington PostThis book appears to be part of a 2018 trend:
Big Bang picture books that reduce down to the importance of the child reading this story. But
only one of these books is as jaw-droppingly gorgeous as this one. I could stare, entranced, at
the papers used in this book for hours and hours and hours.—A Fuse #8 Production (blog) --
This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorMarion Dane
Bauer is an award-winning author of more than one hundred books for young people, including
the Newbery Honor Book On My Honor. Formerly on the faculty of the Vermont College of Fine
Arts MFA program in Writing for Children and Young Adults, she now writes full-time. Marion
Dane Bauer lives in St. Paul, Minnesota.Ekua Holmesis the illustrator of two previous picture
books: Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer, Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by Carole
Boston Weatherford, for which she won the John Steptoe New Talent Illustrator Award and a
Caldecott Honor; and Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets by Kwame Alexander, Chris
Colderley, and Marjory Wentworth, for which she received the 2018 Coretta Scott King Illustrator
Award. Ekua Holmes lives in Boston. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of
this title.
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Sabrina Blankenship, “Perfect for Non Religious/Non Denominational Parents. I don't normally
do day of reviews but this deserves it. I'd been looking at this book since I was 2-3 months
pregnant and finally got it now that my baby girl is 7 months old. It was so worth it. I got it right
around her nap time and decided why not try to read it to her. She normally doesn't like it when
we read to her cause she doesn't want to go to sleep or doesn't seem to find the pages
engaging. For the first time ever my daughter curled up under my arm and paid attention. Only
squirmed to get a better view. She loved the bright colors and I loved that it was non religious
and shared a story of how she is part of something so amazing. I can't wait to read it to her
again.”

JFH, “The most beautiful book.... Really, there are no words to describe how incredible this book
is. I get tears every time I read it. Nothing I could write in this review would come close to the
magnificence of the book itself, so do yourself a favor and just read it.”

V. Webb, “Beautiful and magical!. What an amazing book, we initially got it from the library, then
after reading it, we knew this was one of those books your kids keep forever. It’s so magical in its
description of the beginning of the universe, that you can’t put it down. The twins fell asleep, but I
had to keep reading. Our girls are 4.5, which is maybe a little young, 6 or 7 is probably more in
the ballpark, but it all goes in the vault, and like I said, they’ll probably have this book forever.”

Claire Scoggin, “"I always wanted to know!". I bought this book for my granddaughter for her 6th
birthday because she has shown so much interest in the stars, planets, the moon. When she
opened it I told her that this book would tell her how the stars were formed and how the earth
was made.She hugged the book and exclaimed, "I always wanted to know that.!" She read the
book herself, touched the illustrations, expressed how beautiful they are. At the end she said,
"now I know!!" Ran to tell her parents, and started with the speck that started it all. (Which I told
her is God - to get her through anyone telling her it is all just a theory.)This book is not just for
children. It should be rated E. Not for EASY but for EVERYONE. its simplicity and beauty will
spark a vision of the connectivity in the universe right into our hearts,”

Lindsay L. O’Connor, “Stunning illustrations and text!. I fell in love with this book from the
moment I saw the cover. The hand-marbled collage illustrations are absolutely stunning and
would be a great inspiration for an art project. It tells about the beginning of the Earth and life for
plants, animals, and a human. I love the simple but beautiful, lyrical explanation of how we are
made of the stuff of stars. This is a really beautiful introduction to the idea that all of creation is
connected. I loved reading it with my 2 daughters (ages 6 and 10)!”

HSvalia, “Evolution of Earth and the Magic Associated with it. A perfect book for humans to



understand their root and to find answers to the perennial questions: Who am I? Where do I
come from? Where will I go? Marion Bauer and Ekua Holmes have beautifully decoded, for
young readers, the forever circle of mystery that embodies life, the earth and our universe. Yes,
its a journey of a particle in perpetual motion! Reading the book is like watching unfolding of a
miracle on a gigantic scale. This Earth of ours is eternally grateful to the author and illustrator for
presenting its history in a scientifically accurate way. I highly recommend this precious gift to one
and all. Thank You.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A Beautiful Book. This is a beautiful book, both the words and pictures.
My husband and I have decided to keep the book in our home reading it to our grandchildren
when they visit, reminding them of the wonder of our world and the wonder of them. A lovely
blending of science, the arts, and spirituality.”

Kate_Piliero, “A gorgeous, life-affirming book. This book is stunning. It has everything I'd look for
in any picture book, and elements that are particularly hard to find all together in non-fiction
picture books- a deep sense of wonder, serious science, *gorgeous* art, lyrical writing, and a
grand story arc (nothing less than the actual arc of the entire universe)! This would make a
particularly great gift to celebrate the birth of a new baby, and older kids will be astonished to
learn that they are literally made of star dust, and that they are breathing the same air that woolly
mammoths did.”

Lucy, “Mesmerising. This is an absolutely stunning book. It’s beautiful and a delight to read to
children. It explains the planet started with a Big Bang and introduces concepts such as we are
all made up of water from the water cycle and carbon from leaves, but it does it in a poetic awe
inspiring way. I truly love this book as do my children.”

Abdulkhalek Badat, “Condition of the book. Book in excellent condition and well packaged”

sheila cutler, “A Glorious All Ages Book. The illustrations were glorious! Each turn yielded a
breathtaking artistic view. Each page symbolized and extended the pattern of the text. Colours
used were bold ,vibrant and full page spread. Then there was the text....pattern, rhythm,
lyrical....this was a magical and memorable picture book which truly is and would be enchanting
for all ages.The ending brought tears from the wonderful intermesh of the illustration and text. A
rare response as a devotee and still collector of the beauty and richness of picture
books....ordered 2 copies- 1 for our artistic grand and 1 for me..This book now sits in my living
room as an invite to others to peruse....”

Veronica, “Beautiful book. Awesome book. Love reading this, and my 4 year old recently
surprised me by memorizing the entire book and “reading” it to me the other night! Such sweet
memories being made. Beautiful artwork too.”



Alba Portela, “Excelente calidad. Llegó antes de lo previsto. Libro de excelente calidad con un
brillo alto y unas imágenes preciosas. Se ha convertido en uno de nuestros favoritos.”

The book by Marion Dane Bauer has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 341 people have provided
feedback.
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